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: F. JAMES-SENSENBRENNER, Jr.

FieTH DisTRICT, WISCONSIN

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

Roowm 2448
RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-4905
CHAIRMAN 202-225-5101
DISTRICT OFFICE:
120 Bisnors Way, Room 154
BROOKFIELD, WI 530056294
4 262-784-1111
Congress of the Anited States N
. UTSIDE MILWAUKEE METRO
PHouge of Repregentatives 1o0omaimrins
Washington, BL 20515-4905
June 17, 2005
Miss Nicole Thompson
13320 West Dakota St.
New Berlin, WI 53151
Dear Miss Thompson:

Thank you for contacting me concerning sexual assault in high school. As Chairman of the House Judiciary
Committee, I have been a staunch advocate of legislation that protects children from predators and
strengthens criminal penalties for those who commit child abuse and molestation. I played an active role in
the passage of S. 151, the “Protect Act,” which the President signed into law on April 30, 2003. This
legislation takes significant steps to prevent, investigate, and prosecute crimes against children, including
sexual abuse.

The Protect Act institutes tougher laws against sexual abuse, particularly for those who prey on children. For
example, it extends the statute of limitations for child abduction and sex crimes for the life of the victim to
ensure that the perpetrators do not escape justice. In addition, the bill prohibits judges from granting
sentences below the Federal Sentencing Guidelines range unless specifically enumerated by the Sentencing
Commission. Additionally, the Protect Act combats the problem of recidivism among sex offenders. The
bill allows judges to sentence sex offenders to lifetime supervision once they are released. It also requires a
mandatory sentence of life imprisonment for twice-convicted child sex offenders. Another provision denies
pretrial release for child rapists or abductors. Lastly, the bill authorizes funding for a Sex Offender
Apprehension Program, which allows money to be used by local law enforcement to track down sex
offenders who violate terms of their release. These provisions make the Protect Act one of the most
comprehensive pieces of legislation designed to combat sexual abuse signed into law.

Unfortunately, the issue you wrote to me about deals with state statutes. I would like to refer you to your two
representatives in the state legislature. Your Senator is Mary Lazich and she can be reached at 608-266-5400
and your State Representative is Mark Gundrum and he can be reached at 608-267-5158. I have taken the
liberty of forwarding your correspondence to Senator Lazich and Representative Gundrum.

I'regret any inconvenience this may have caused. Should you have any further questions, I would advise you
to contact Senator Lazich’s or Representative Gundrum’s offices directly.

Sincerely, &g

F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.,
Member of Congress

FIS/mrs

Cec: Senator Lazich, Representative Gundrum



Nicole Thompson

13320 West Dakota Street
New Berlin, WI 53151
(262) 786 — 4786
nic_nat03@hotmail.com

June 3, 2005

Dear U.S. Representative Congressman F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr.

My name is Nicole Thompson and I am 17 years old. T am contacting you about a
current statute that needs to change.

When I was 16 years old from January 2004 —July 2004 I was the victim of sexual assault
by my swim coach who was 45 years old at the time. In my case, my coach pleaded
guilty to two misdemeanor counts of fourth degree sexual assault. He was sentenced on
May 16, 2005 to 9 months in the House of Correction, having work release privileges. It
this person was a school teacher or personal, it would automatically be a felony-why is
that?

The current statute 948.095 “Sexual Assault of a Student by a School
Instructional Staff Person” is limited to school personal. This law states that any sexual
acts between a teacher and student are considered a felony. I would like to see this
include independent and club related coaches and assistant coaches. Any sexual act
between a coach and athlete should be a felony as well.

Coaches have the potential to spend more time with an athlete than a teacher.
Competitive athletes can have the same coach year round for numerous years, making
coaches more of a threat than teachers.

I ask that you please consider this change in law. There is a need for this change.
Too many young athletes are getting sexually assaulted by their coaches and most are not
reported.

Please contact me and help guide me on what I need to do to make this a new law.

Sincerely,
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1 AN ACT to amend 948.095 (title); and to create 948.%995 (3) of the statutes;

2 relating to: sexual contact or sexual intercoursé involving a 16— or
3 17-year-old afhlege; and a cﬁgc};and providing a penalty
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Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bzéreau

Current law contains two prohibitions relating to engaging in sexual activity
with a 16— or 17-year—old. First, if a school or school board employee or any other
person who provides services to a school or a school board has sexual contact or sexual
intercourse with a 16— or 17—year—old who is enrolled in that school or school district,
the person is guilty of a Class H felony and may be fined up to $IO 000 or sentenced
to a term of imprisonment of up to six years (which, if the sentence is for more than
one year, consists of a term of confinement followed by a term of extended
supervision) or both. Second, any person who has sexual intercigurse with a 16— or
17-year-old is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor and may be fined up to $10,000 or
sentenced to a term of imprisonment of up to nine months or bo;h

This bill prohibits a person who oaches, instructs, manages, or supervises ) ~

g &;ﬂmpants in an 6f”g‘“§ﬁi’iz”éa athletic qugram from havmg sexuel contact or sexual

BB i

intercourse with a 16— or 17-year—old whiboparticipatesin thatlprdsti

Because this bill creates a new crime or revises a penalty for an emstmg crime,
the Joint Review Committee on Criminal Penalties may be requested to prepare a
report concerning the proposed penalty and the costs or savings that are likely to
result if the bill is enacted.
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For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. 948.095 (title) of the statutes is amended to read:
2 948.095 (title) Sexual assault of astude?&t child by a school-instruetional
P ’X . s ‘§ PN
3 staff person or a eoach’ +12
4 SECTION 2. 948.095 (3) of the statutes is created to read yal 2
Y f \ . MWWMWM\
5 948.095 (3) i A person Who coaches instructs, manages, or superv1ses \%
6 ;’gpartlé;pants inan organiiga ;tiletlc progran} may not have sexual contact or sexual

7 intercourse with a child who has attained the age of 16 years, who is not the person’s

¢

8 spouse, and ’Who part1c1pates in that p@%Whoever violates"thisp¥

AN

9 guilty of a Class H felony.
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analysis INSERT

f’?g

Wl engages in an occupation or participates in a volunteer position that requires
him or her to work or interact primarily and directly with children (other than
through a school)

INSERT 2/3

@ erson who works or volunteers with children

INSERT 2/5

G\
é@y engages in an occupation or participates in a volunteer position that requires
him or her to work or interact primarily and directly with children

INSERT 2/8

@ with whom the person works or interacts through that occupation or volunteer
position

INSERT 2/9

(¢) Paragraph (a) does not apply to an offense to which sub. (Zf‘applies.

J
(d) Section 948.13 (3) applies to an action brought under this sul‘iiection.
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Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law contains two prohibitions relating to engaging in sexual activity
with a 16— or 17—-year—old. First, if a school or school board employee or any other
person who provides services to a school or a school board has sexual contact or sexual
intercourse with a 16— or 17-year—old who is enrolled in that school or school district,
the person is guilty of a Class H felony and may be fined up to $10,000 or sentenced
to a term of imprisonment of up to six years (which, if the sentence is for more than
one year, consists of a term of confinement followed by a term of extended
supervision) or both. Second, any person who has sexual intercourse with a 16— or
17-year—old is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor and may be fined up to $10,000 or
sentenced to a term of imprisonment of up to nine months or both. gl

This bill prohibits a person who engages in an occupation or ;articipéigs ina
volunteer position that requires him or her to work or interach@@ directly
with children (other than through a school) from having sexual contact or sexual
intercourse with a 16— or 17-year-oldey™

Because this bill creates a new crime or revises a penalty for an existing crime,

the Joint Review Committee on Criminal Penalties may be requested to prepare a /
i whom Tl pesser orks /
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report concerning the proposed penalty and the costs or savings that are likely to
result if the bill is enacted.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 948.095 (title) of the statutes is amended to read:

948.095 (title) Sexual assault of a student child by a school

instruetional staff person or_a person who works or volunteers with

children.
SECTION 2. 948.095 (3) of the statutes is created to read:

948.095 (3) (a) A person who engages in an occupation or participates in a

volunteer position that requires him or her to work or interactgflﬁ;ily/éﬁ directly
with children may not have sexual contact or sexual intercourse with a child who has
attained the age of 16 years, who is not the person’s spouse, and with whom the
person works or interacts through that occupation or volunteer position.

(b) Whoever violates par. (a) is guilty of a Class H felony.

(c) Paragraph (a) does not apply to an offense to whlch sub (2) apphes

. ,MMN«/

(d) *’Sectmn 948 13 (8) apphes to an action brought under this subsectlon

Mf‘;

(END)




; Yy o sfders kb e ¢. teaching children, child care, youth counseling,
youth orgamzatlon coaching children, parks or playground recreatlon or school bus driving.
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